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^ RECEIVED 

CEhfTRALFAXCENTEB 

NOV 2 k 2009 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently amended) An ultrasonic probe, comprising: 

an ultrasonic device that transmits and receives ultrasound; 
a frame that supports the ultrasonic device; 

a window that is coupled with the frame so as to surround the ultrasonic device; 

and 

an ultrasound propagation medium with which a space surrounded by the frame 
and the window is filled, 
wherein 

the ultrasonic device is a accommodated in a space that is surroimded bv the 
frame and the window and that is filled with the ultrasound propagation medium. 

the window comprises a resin portion having a property of letting ultrasound pass 
therethrough and a metal portion, a part of the metal portion being embedded in an inside 
of the resin portion and another part not being covered with the resin portio n at a position 
o pposed to a peripheral portion of the frame, and 

the coupling of the window and the frame is implemented by directly c oupling the 
part of the metal portion exposed to the outside of the resin portion with the frame. 

2. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1 , wherein a through hole is 
provided in the metal portion at the part embedded in the inside of the resin portion. 

3. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1, wherein a convexo-concave 
structure is provided at the metal portion at the part embedded in the inside of the resin 
portion. 

4. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1 , wherein a surface- 
roughening treatment is applied to the metal portion at the part embedded in the inside of 
the resin portion. 
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5. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1, wherein a bending portion 
is provided at the metal portion at the part embedded in the inside of the resin portion. 

6. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1, wherein the window is 
manufactured by insert molding* 

7. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1, wherein a male-shaped part 
and a female-shaped part are provided at coupling faces of the frame and the part of the 
metal portion exposed to the outside of the resin portion, and the male-shaped part and 
the female-shaped part are engaged so as to couple the metal portion and the frame. 

8. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1 , wherein a hook is provided 
at the part of the metal portion exposed to the outside of the resin portion, and the metal 
portion and the frame are coupled by latching with the hook. 

9. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1 , wherein the metal portion is 
disposed so as to surround at least a part of the ultrasonic device other than an ultrasound 
transmission/reception face of the ultrasonic device. 

1 0. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1 , wherein the resin portion is 
made of polymethyl pentene. 

U. (Original) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1, wherein the metal portion is 
made of stainless steel. 

12. (Previously presented) The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1 , wherein the 
frame is made of metal. 
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